The effect of different feed restriction treatments during rearing on the luteinizing hormone concentrations, body weight, and fertility of broiler-breeder cockerels.
Broiler breeder cockerels were reared on four feed-restriction programs from 3 to 23 wk of age (Experiment 1). Excessive BW restriction (85% of the controls) throughout rearing significantly decreased fertility at 28 wk of age, but not at 31 or 35 wk of age. There were no carryover treatment effects on BW at 30, 35, or 45 wk of age. Significant peaks occurred in the concentration of the serum luteinizing hormone (Experiment 1, 7.05 ng per mL; Experiment 2, 7.36 ng per mL) at 33 to 35 wk of age.